
Is it Bullying 

When someone says or does something unintentionally 

hurtful and they do it once, that’s 

 

RUDE 

 

When someone says or does something intentionally 

hurtful and they do it once, that’s  

 

         UNKIND 

 

When someone says or does something intentionally 

hurtful and they keep doing it even when you tell them 

to stop or show them that you’re upset – that’s  

 

BULLYING 

 

At Boyanup Primary School 

Students have the right to: 
 

Be treated with courtesy and respect 
 

Work in, and enjoy, a safe, secure and clean 

environment 
 

A learning environment that is free from 

disruption 
 

Achieve their educational potential 
 

Have their property respected 
 

Be proud of their achievements 

Students have the responsibility to: 
 

Show courtesy and respect to others 
 

Keep our environment safe, secure and clean 
 

Ensure that there is no disruption to another 

person’s learning environment 
 

Develop their potential and assist others in 

doing the same 
 

Respect student, staff and school property 
 

Ensure their actions do not discredit the 

school community 

Anti-Bullying Policy 
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Statement of Policy 
At Boyanup Primary School, staff commit to ensuring a safe and 
supportive environment where all members of our school 
community have the right to be respected and have responsibility 
to respect each other. 

Policy Aims 
We aim to provide an environment that is physically, emotionally 

and intellectually safe for all members of our school community. 

We seek to achieve this by; 

 Preventing the occurrence of bullying by educating students on 

establishing positive relationships and reinforcing the rights 

and responsibilities of all school members. 

 Developing individual self-esteem and respect for others 

through targeted lessons and activities from our whole school 

Social Emotional and Well Being programs ‘You Can Do It! 

Education’, ‘Zones of Regulation’ and ‘MindUp’. 

 Whole school approach to behaviour management through the 

implementation of the SWPBIS (School Wide Positive 

Behaviour Intervention Support) framework. This is a 

framework or approach for enhancing the adoption and 

implementation of a continuum of evidence based 

interventions to achieve academically and behaviourally 

important outcomes for all students.  

 Addressing bullying by processes of reconciliation, teaching of 

expected behaviours, support (which may involve external 

agencies and school psychological  and chaplaincy services) or 

sanctions which are directly linked with the Education 

Department Policy. 



Bullying has 
three main 
features 

 
 It involves a 

misuse of power 
in a relationship 

 
 It is ongoing and 

repeated, and 
 
 It involves 

behaviours that 
can cause harm 

 

 mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no 
power imbalance) 

 
 not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 

 one-off acts of meanness or spite 

 isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and 

resolved. 

What is Bullying 

Behaviours that do not Constitute  
Bullying 
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Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated 
verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or 
psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or 
perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening. 

Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can 
be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to 
be repeated, over time. 

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects 
on those involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between 
equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as bullying. 

verbal bullying: The repeated use of words to hurt or 

humiliate another individual or group. Verbal bullying 

includes using put-downs, insulting language, name-calling, 

swearing, nasty notes and homophobic, racist or sexist 

comments.  

 

emotional/psychological bullying: Includes repeated stalking, 

threats or implied threats, unwanted email or text messaging, 

abusive websites, threatening gestures, manipulation, 

emotional blackmail, and threats to an individual’s reputation 

and sense of safety.  

 

relational bullying: Usually involves repeatedly ostracising 

others by leaving them out or convincing others to exclude or 

reject another individual or group, making up or spreading 

rumours, and sharing or threatening to share another’s 

personal information.  

 

physical bullying: Includes repetitive low level hitting, kicking, 

pinching, pushing, tripping, ‘ganging up’, unwanted physical 

or sexual touching and damage to personal property. More 

serious violent behaviours are not necessarily treated as 

bullying and may be better managed through the school’s 

discipline processes.  

 

cyber bullying: Involves the use of information and 

communication technologies such as email, text messages, 

instant messaging and websites to engage in the bullying of 

other individuals or groups. This technology provides an 

alternative means for verbal, relational and psychological 

forms of bullying. 

What is Not 
Bullying 
 

While fighting between 

two students is a serious 

concern involving 

violence, it is not bullying 

unless it is recurring and 

deliberate abuse of 

power over a period of 

time. 

 

 

Teasing, done in mutual 

fun and jest, where all 

individuals are involved 

and feel capable of 

responding, is not 

bullying. However 

constant, continual 

teasing that is done in a 

mean and hurtful way, is 

bullying. 
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Bullying may Involve 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/DefinitionOfBullying/Pages/Glossary.aspx#P

